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moving to export markets; compiles and distributes market information; and co-operates 
with the commodity divisions in developing markets for Canadian foods and in interpreting 
the grading and inspection regulations to consumers. 

Information Division and Departmental Administration.—The Information 
Division gathers and publishes information arising from research work and the development 
of regulatory programs of the Department. Publication is through the printed word, 
press and radio releases, motion pictures, television and exhibits. The general business 
management of the Department is undertaken by the Departmental Administration, the 
duties of which also embrace Emergency Measures Planning and the Departmental 
Library; the main emphasis of the Library's coUection is, of course, on agriculture but 
extends also to the life sciences. 

Subsection 2.—Farm Assistance Programs 

Basic to the concept of Canada's national agricultural policy is the premise that a 
stable agriculture is in the interests of the national economy and that farmers as a group 
are entitled to a fair share of the national income. In pursuit of these objectives, the 
Department of Agriculture has carried on, over a long period, a program designed to aid 
agriculture through the application of scientific research and the encouragement of im
proved methods of production and marketing. Over the years, as conditions have war
ranted, programs have been initiated to deal with special situations such as the Prairie 
Farm RehabiUtation Act (see p. 469) to deal with the results of the drought in the 1930s; 
the Prairie Farm Assistance Act (p. 486) to mitigate the effects of crop faUure; Feed Grain 
Assistance Regulations (p. 487) to assist in the movement of western feed grains to Eastern 
Canada and British Columbia; and the Maritime Marshland RehabiUtation Act (p. 464) 
to save valuable soil in the Maritime Provinces. 

Although much has been accomplished and is stiU being accompUshed by these meas
ures, changes in the past two decades have dictated a new approach to some problems. 
Large-scale mechanization was the sequel to the reduction of manpower available to farm
ers; the number of farms decUned but the size of farms increased; marketing and income 
problems took different forms. Legislation enacted to meet these situations include price 
support (Agricultural StabUization Act), production and markets stabilization (Canadian 
Dairy Commission Act), crop insurance (Crop Insurance Act), resource development 
(Agricultural and Rural Development Act), feed grain assistance (Livestock Feed Assistance 
Act) and credit facUities (Farm Improvement Loans Act, Prairie Grain Advance Payments 
Act, Farm Credit Act and Farm Machinery Syndicates Credit Act). These measures, 
with the exception of the Agricultural and Rural Development Act (see pp. 470-471), are 
described individuaUy below. 

Agricultural Stabilization Act.—The Agricultural StabUization Act (SC 1958, c. 22, 
proclaimed Mar. 3, 1958) established the Agricultural StabUization Board and repealed 
the Agricultural Prices Support Act, 1944. The Board is empowered to stabiUze the 
prices of agricultural products in order to assist the agricultural industry in realizing 
fair returns for labour and investment, and to maintain a fair relationship between prices 
received by farmers and the costs of goods and services that they buy. 

The Act provides that, for each production year, the Board must support, at not less 
than 80 p.c. of the previous ten-year average market or base price, the prices of nine com
modities (cattle, hogs and sheep; butter, cheese and eggs; and wheat, oats and barley 
produced outside the prairie areas as defined in the Canadian Wheat Board Act). Other 
commodities may be supported at such percentage of the base price as may be approved by 
the Governor in CouncU. Since the Act came into force, the following farm products, 
other than the nine named commodities, have been supported at one time or another: 
honey, potatoes, soybeans, sunflower seeds, sugar beets, tobacco, turkeys, apples, peaches, 
sour cherries, apricots, raspberries, asparagus, tomatoes, mUk for manufacturing and skim 


